
 

Welcome to our Hosted eBooks 

 

Focus Readers offers hosted multi-user eBooks through Big Timber Media. Our eBooks are web-hosted, with a 

downloadable PDF available for offline reading (available in paid accounts only). We also have several authentication 

options available so students can access your eBooks without having to remember a username and password. 

Please note: Accessing your hosted eBooks requires an internet connection. Once logged into a paid account, the eBooks 

offer the option of downloading a pdf file to your device which can then be viewed offline with no internet connection. 

 

Getting Started 
 

To get started, open a web browser from a computer or mobile device and go to my.bigtimbermedia.com. Log in using 

your username and password. 

NOTE: If you have set up another authentication method with us, you will bypass this step. More information on 

authentication listed below. 

 

 

 

 

  

http://my.bigtimbermedia.com/


After logging in, you will be directed to the home page of your account. The home page displays subject categories and 

reading levels of the eBooks in your account. There is also an Advanced Search option, FAQ, and the link to Manage Your 

Account (admin users only; more information listed below).  

 

 

 

By clicking on a subject or reading level, you will see the titles related to that category. To see all the titles in your 

account, click into a category and then click on “View All Titles” in top right corner. This will present all the titles in your 

account, listed alphabetically. 

 

 

 



 

 

To view an eBook, click on the cover image. This will open a page containing the full description and metadata for the 

title with a larger image of the cover. To open the eBook, click on “Open eBook” below the cover image. 

 



The eBook will open in a new browser tab.  

 

 

The flip style eBook closely imitates the look of the print book. There are a few ways to flip through the eBook:   

1. Use the arrows at the side of the book page.  

2. Use the arrows in the bottom right corner of the window.  

3. Use the page counter in the top left corner of the window.  

4. Grab a page edge with your mouse and pull it toward the other side of the spread, in a “page-turn” action that 

mimics a print book.  

 

 



In addition to the page-turning functions, there are several other operational features available:  

              

Table of Contents Thumbnails  Bookmark  Select Text  Print 

          

Sound Toggle  Full screen  Zoom   Slideshow 

   

Search (to search within the eBook) Download PDF (opens in new window and can be saved to computer/device) 

 

To exit an eBook, close the browser window. Since the eBook opens in a new window, the my.bigtimbermedia.com tab 

you originally had open will still be open. To return to the home page of your account, click on the logo at the top of the 

page. To sign out of your account, click Sign Out.  

 

 

Administrator Access 

The administrator of the account has access to some additional features. To access these features, log into your 

my.bigtimbermedia.com account using your admininistrator username and password. On the homepage, click on 

Manage Your Account.  

 

 

 



 

Within the organization admin screen, you can change the organization contact information, run usage activity reports, 

import a list of users via CSV file, and edit user accounts. Administrators can also choose to disable the Downloadable 

PDF eBook link for all eBooks in the account, which would take effect for all users of the account. 

 

Other Access Options 

In addition to using a username and password to access your eBooks, we also offer some options to authenticate your 

account so that eBooks can be accessed without the use of a username and password.  

Referring URL authentication 

If your school has a secure password-protected site, we can associate the URL of your site with your Big Timber Media 

account so that any time a user tries to access your eBooks from your site, regardless of whether they are at school or 

home, they will automatically be allowed access to the eBooks with no further login requirements.  

An example of a referring URL would be: 

 

 



 

The URLs that are most commonly used are those directing users to an online library catalog, for example, Follett 

Destiny: 

 

 

 

Please Note: The referring URL must be a password-protected site that is accessible only by students that attend your 

school building or patrons of your library branch. Our books are sold as a site license and cannot be made accessible to 

other schools or libraries in your district.  

 

IP Authentication 

Your school’s IP address (or range of addresses) can also be used as a form of authenticating your account and users. If 

we associate your school’s IP address / range with your Big Timber Media account, students who access your eBooks 

from the school building will automatically be logged in and will not be required to enter a username and password. This 

is a great option for schools that have eBooks available online but not on a password-protected site.  

To locate your school’s IP address or range, please contact your school’s technical staff.  

 

Please note: IP authentication is not an access option for schools in districts that use a shared public IP address. Also, 

some IP addresses are not able to be used for authentication purposes as they are private or are dedicated to other 

purposes. If you are unsure, please consult your technical staff. In addition, IP authentication does not work for users 

outside the school building (i.e. from home).   

 

Free Trial 

Want to try our hosted eBooks? Sign up for a free 30-day trial! 

Have other questions about our hosted eBooks? Contact us at customerservice@bigtimbermedia.com. 

Ready to place an order? Contact us at sales@northstareditions.com.  
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